December 13, 1985

Mr. Carl Cherrie, Supt.
Princeton Hish School
Princeton, Illinois

Oear Carl,

I have a request to make of Princeton High School. T know
you occasionally receive letters from other schools inquiring
about the talent and ability of a coach being considered for em-
ployment. I assume that you will be receiving such inquiries in
the future regarding Kim Courtwright. I feel very strongly
that a school should be informed about a person's ethics and
morals, and not just his coaching ability.. I would like to re-
quest that if you are contacted for a recommendation for Iir.
Courtwright, you will not only give your opinion of his coaching
ability, but will also mention that you have a complaint on file
from the concerned mother of a young high school girl about Mr..
Courtwright's ethics and morals. I am very serious about this.
I wish I had known more about lMr. Courtwright's past episodes
when he first came to Princeton. I certainly woulAd have kept
a closer watch on my Aaughter and tried to prevent her from
svending so much time with him.

I think there is somethins very wierd about a 35-year old
married coach who makes a habit of counselling young girls, .
with absolutely no training to qualify him for such activity.
" After a year of MNr. Courtwright's counselling, my daughter will
listen to no one else, and her thinking is so mixed up, I don't
know if she will ever get back to her normal self.. I also feel
that a 35-year old teacher should know how to handle a "school- ‘
Firl crush" in a nrofessional manner. I think it was very R
irresponsible of Mr. Courtwright, knowing that vicious gossip
was circulating about my Adaughter and him, to refuse to put any
Aistance between the two of them. This has resulted in ruining
a youns, girl's previously unblemished reputation. When we tried
~ keeping her away from lMr. Courtwright, she rebelled and left home.

Iy Aaurhter is the third young girl (that I know of) who
has moved in with Courtwrights. Several years ago a youns girl
from “Jalnut moved in with Courtwrights, followed them to Princeton,
ani then on to St. Joseph. Both my daughter and the Walnut girl
are currently living in Mr. Courtwright's home in St. Joseph.
'Nhat really disturbed me was discovering that a young glrl that
Mr. Courtwrisght was coaching at Johnson Bible College in Tennessee
also moved in with the Courtwrights for awhile. He had been
caurht in a "situation" with the girl which led to his hasty
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departure from the Bible School. This occurred about six years <
ago., For further information about this incident, you can contact .. =
Reverend Cary Hall of the Christian Church in Newton, Illinois, . ...
or the administrator of the Johnson Bible College in Knoxville,
Tennessee. In my opinion, having three young girls move in with =
you constitutes a definite pattern, and is strange behaviour S
for a football coach. . ‘

I feel that this man is crude, immature, irresponsible,
unethical, and his morals are questionable.™ I don't think he

_""*~;-shou1ﬁ~be allowed to teach or coach yeung -high school-girls, as

he Aid in Princeton. Ye may be a good football coach, but since'fju??
he doesn't know his limitations, the man needs watching.. T

You may feel free to give my name and address to anyone who . |
wants to check on my complaints. I have a long list of specific ~...:
incidents which were very upsetting to us as parents, Thank you . =
for any cooperation you can give me in this matter. ' .

Sincerely,

Weonwy, DeaSY

Nancy D.\Scott

r

Bob Russell, School Board member
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Friends support L
St. Joseph coach

Lt 19 1ol
‘By Scott ﬁg-eder ‘

'Gannett News Service
'SPRINGFIELD — Friends and
family didn't Jet St Joseph-Ogden
High School coach and teacher
Kim Courtwright down Friday in
the final day of an Illinols Teacher
Certification Board hearing.

Having completed six days of
testimony in the case, the 19-mem-
ber board wil) hold a public discus-
slon May 13 to decide whether the
teaching certificate of Court.
wright, 37, should be revoked for
lmmoral and unprofessional con.
duct stemming from an alleged
affair with student Rebecca Scott,
now 20.

Courtwright’s wife, Nancy, testi-
fled in defense of her hushand Fri-
day, saying they brought Scott nto
thetr home for 18 months startng
A 1885 to shelter her from a trou.
bled home life.

But Nancy Courtwright main-

tained her husband never had sex
With Scott, despite the woman's
claims of an affair that began in
the spring of that year.

In earlier testimony, Scott re.
counted the alleged affair for the
board, starting when she first met
Courtwright at a 1984 Peoria track
meet while she was a Princeton
High School sophomore. Scott sald
the two first had sex in the spring
of 1983 In a school storage room

after Courtwright became a coach
at Princeton,

When Courtwright, his wife and
daughter moved to St. Joseph that
summer. Scott moved In to live
with them. But she said she moved
back home in December 1986 nftar
becoming disillusioned with Court.
wright, and the relationship finally
ended in May 1687, .

Nancy Courtright said Friday
she would know it her husband was
having an affair because he's s
‘‘highly emotional'’ person who
can’t hide his thoughts and fee].
Ings. She sald it would have been
Impossible for her husband to
leave their bedroom. as Scott
claims, to sleep with the student
without waking her.

Courtwright's wife also said she
continued to have sex twice a week
with her husbana during the time
Scott lived with them.

Nancy Courtwright also said her
doubts about an affair ever taking
Place were increased when Scott
failed to mention a “large growth"’
on Courtwight's scrotum when she
testified concerning distinguishing
marks on his body.

Nancy Courtwrignt claimed any-
one having sex with her husband
would have noticed the growth
since1t's easy to *‘touch or feel. "’

Scott is making up her testimony
to please her father, Nancy Court-
wright said
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